only the Funeral Rates, and Duties payable to the Pariſb, but 


CHI 
THE GAL, 
” by ld 22 \ 
F 4 1 2 8 91 
f 1 2 
— N ' 
. A 
* * 


OF THE 


Vica rof St. Leonard Sboredi tch, 


So far as He is concerned in 
A BILL now depending in Parliament, 


To luglklp and fanend an ON made in the 


Eighth Year of His preſent Majeſty's Rei 
Intitled, in A for Rebuilding the Tai Cheb 


of St. Leonard Shoreditch, in the County of 


Middleſex. 
ſo ruinous a Condition, as to be d incapable of 
Repair; it was reſolved by the |. roms, in ſe- 
veral Publick Veſtries, to apply to Parliament for an Ac r, 
to enable them to Rebuild it: And towards a Fund 
for this Purpoſe, it was by them to Parliament, © That 
* the whote Iona aroſe to the Pariſþ from cuftoma- 
en Palls, &c. 
« be a to this Uſe: ” —- And that no ather 
were intended, will appear from a printed Report of their Com- 
mittee, as alſo from an original Eftimate laid before them, which 
ſhews, that the Fees belonging to the Vicar, Clerk, and Sexton 
never came into that Calculation, u = which the Parliament 
provided a Fund of 680 J. a Year for the Payment of the An 
mutants ; becauſe all this Money may cafih be d out of 
the Parochial Duties, with an Aſſeſſment of 12 d. inthe Pound, 
purſuant to that A, which was obtained to their 
Petition and Propoſal. But inftead of clogging the AF itſelf 
with ſuch a Variety of Particulars and Sums, as muſt 
have been „had thoſe ſeveral Fees and Duties paya- 
ble to the Pariſh been inſerted, and diſtinctly ſpecified there- 
in; the Perſon who drew the Bill, chought it beſt to refer to 
a Publick Table of Eccleſiaſtical Duties, which contains not 


HE Pariſh-Church of St. Leonard Shoreditch, being in 


likewiſe all the and Fees of every kind, belonging to 
the Vicar, Clerk, and Sexton, as well for for Chriſtenings, Mar- 


riages, &c. as for Burials; which Table was — 
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frribed into an Indenture, wherein the Vicar and Pariſh-Off- 
cers declare under their Hands and Seals nothing more, than 
that ſuch have been the ſeveral Ecclefiaftical Rates and Duties 
antiently and accuſtomably payable and paid on any Account 
whatſoever within the faid Pariſh ; fo that though the Vicar 
was a Party to the faid Indenture, yet it is plain, that he has 
not therein given away any Right, or Property he was then 
poſſeſſed of. --— However it is apprehended, that by a legal, 
though rigorous Conſtruction of an enacting Clauſe in the 
Acr itſelf, (which appropriates the ſeveral Funeral Rates and 
Duties, mentioned and ſpecified in the faid Indenture, towards 
Rebuilding the Church) his ow: Fees, together with thoſe 
payable to the Clerk and Sexton, (being all included in the 
Pariſh-Table) are taken away, and veſted in the Truſtees , al- 
though no other Rates and Duties were ever intended by the 
Petitioners to be applied to that Uſe, but ſuch as were antiently 
and accuſtomably payable to the Pariſh ; which are particular- 
ly diſtinguiſhed in that very Table and Indenture, from thoſe, 
that are therein acknowledged to belong of Right to the Vicar, 
Clerk, and Sexton. 

Now, as it is evident from this ſhort Narrative of Fa#s, (for 
the Truth whereof the Vicar appeals to the Acłs of publick 
Veſtries, and other original Papers) that, if his ow: Right and 
Property, together with that of the Clerk and Sexton, be taken 
away, it was done thro' Overſight, and not confidering the 
Extent of this exafing Clauſe, and not by their own Conſent, 
which was never direfly or indirefly given, nor even asked; 
fo he doubts not but that it will be thought equitable, that He 
and They ſhould have that Relief, which is propoſed for them 
in the Bill now depending in the Houſe of Commons, for the 
following Reaſons : 


I. Firſt, Becauſe, as the Vicar is informed, it is never uſual 

in private Acts, for the Parliament to enact more than what is 
deſired by the Petitioners : and that in all ſuch Acts, the Par- 
liament has ſo tender a Regard to the private Rights and Pro- 
perties of People, as to do nothing that ſhall prejudice theni, 
without good Cauſe, or their own Conſent, or for ſome Con- 
ſideration of equal Value; nay, this tender Regard is particu- 
larly ſhewn in the AF itſelf, which reſerves to Sir Cha. Pitfield's 
Family a Vault and Pew in the Church; as alſo to the Haber- 
daſbers Company the Right they had before, of Burying Per- 
ſons dying within their Hoſpitals in their own Burying Ground, 
without paying any Rates and Duties. There can then be 
no Reaſon to imagine, that the Parliament would not have 
done like Juſtice to the Yicar, Clerk, and Sexton, had they 
| been 
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been then appriſed of the Injury they will ſuffer by this Act, 
unleſs it be Explained and Amended in this particular; or that 
they will not now redreſs ſuch Injury. For it would be an un- 
pardonable Reflection on the Guardians of our Liberties and 
Properties, to ſurmiſe, that they will permit an unjuſt Advan- 
rage to be taken of private Perſons in any Law they make, 
on account of an voluntary Miſtake, or Overſight ; eſpecially 
if it be occaſioned (as this was in the preſent Caſe) by ſome pe- 
culiar Circumſtances of hafte, and hurry in drawing of the 
Bill: and if it be confider'd, that the Injury done may not only 
affect the preſent Viear, but his Patron, and his Succeſſors. 

II. Secondly, As the Vicar was not liable by Law before the 
of this Act, to any kind of Aſſeſſment or Payment to- 
wards Rebuilding or Repairing the Pariſh-Church ; fo it can 
ſcarce be preſumed, that the Parliament, without any Appli- 
cation from the Pariſh, or Reaſon given for it, could intend to 
lay any new, and peculiar, and extraordinary Burden upon 
him; ſince they have never thought it reaſonable and equita- 
ble fo to do in like Caſes, when Pariſh-Churches have been Re- 
built at the of the Pariſhioners ; as were thoſe of St. 
Martin in the Fields, St. Botolpb without Biſbopſgate, and St. 
Olave in Southwark ; altho' thoſe Livings are of much greater 
Value than the Vicarage of Shoreditch. 2 

III. 7birdly, As the extended Value of the Vicar 


ave of Shore- 
ditch ſeldom exceeds 240 J. Ann. and as the Income of it 


ariſes almoſt wholly frem Offerings, or cuſtomary Fees for Duty 
done at Marriages, Cbriſtenings, Burials, &c. it would be ex- 
tremely hard to take away ſo large a Part of the Vicar s Mainte- 
nance as & Pounds a Year, as will be done, if this Act be 
conſtrued to extend to his Funeral Fees; whilſt at the ſame time 
it leaves upon him the whole Miniſterial Duty, which is ſo great 
in this populous Pariſh, that he actually pays out of the aforeſaid 
Income Winety Pounds a Year, (beſides all other legal and nece/- 
ſary Deductions from it) to two Aſſiſtants, whole chief Employ- 
ment is to Viſit the Sick, and Bury the Dead. The Caſe, 
indeed, of the Clerk and Sexton will be ſomewhat harder, ac- 
cording to this Conſtruction of the Ac r, becauſe their very 
Livelihood does, for the moſt part, depend upon the Fees they 
receive from Burials. 

IV. Fourthly, It could ſcarce be the Intention of the Parlia- 
ment to lay upon the Vicar ſuch an unuſual and extraordinary 
Aſſeſſment; conſidering they have, in this very Act, excuſed 
the Eſtate belonging to the Haberdaſbers Company, on Ac- 
count of its being given to a pious and charitable Uſe, from pay- 
ing any thing towards Rebuilding the Pariſh-Church, although 
their Tenants were before chargeable by Law towards the Re- 

pairs of it. --- But, | V. Fifth. 
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v. Fifthly, Were it reaſonable to lay any wnuſua! Aſſeſſ- 
ment upon the Vitar, towards Rebuilding the Pariſh-Church ; 
yet certainly the preſent AcT ought to be Explained and 
Amended in his Favour : fince it makes the Proportion he is 
to pay, no leſs than 70/7. a Year out of 240 J. notwithſtand- 
ing there are not above 41, out of 1876 Inhabitants, that 
can pay ſo much by this A as Ten Sbiilings a Year; even 
whilſt the Annuitants are all alive, and the Rates at the higheſt: 
And herein they will be gradually caſed by the Death of the 
Annuitants ; whereas the Yicar's Proportion muſt continue, 
till the Annuitants are every one dead. -— The P iam in- 
deed that Hz W oy of the Clerk and Sexton) muſt 
ay, 2 to the aforeſaid Conſlruction of the AF, will be 
1 ＋ enth Part of the whole Expenſe the Pariſh will be 
at in Rebuilding their Church. 
For theſe Reaſons, the Vicar humbly hopes, that He, toge- 
ther with the Clerk and Sexton, ball find Relief under 
fo ri a Conftruttion of this Act, from the Fuftice 
2 — and that they ſhall be put 
into m 9; fo that They, and their Succeſſors, may 


Acr of Parliament bad never been made. 
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receive enjoy, reſpectively, their antient and accuſ- 
zomary Duties for Burials, in like manner, as if the ſaid 


1H... 
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